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Sources (details page “Credits”) : Banaru et al. (2018); Bariche et al. (2014); Golani et
al. (2000); Sánchez-Tocino et al. (2007); Streftaris et al. (2006)

Body shape: elongated and compressed, with an
elongated head with a long tubular snout. Forked caudal
fin, extended by a central white filament.

Color: olive-green to yellowish-brown, with aligned blue
lines or spots, and a silvery-white belly.

Camouflage:
Stationary: 

Dark bands

In motion:  
Uniform silvery 
coloration

Fish

0 m

132 m

28°C

15°C

100 cm

ECOLOGICAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACTS

SIMILAR SPECIES

Other species of the same genus observed in
the Alboran Sea, also non-indigenous

Reddish or
brownish-orange

Bony plates end in
a sharp spine

Red cornetfish - Fistularia petimba

The very elongated body shape and long caudal filament
of F. commersonii differentiate it from other similar species
present in the Mediterranean (e.g., Sphyraena sp., Belone
belone, or Syngnathus sp.).

IDENTIFICATION CRITERIA

20072000

Indo-Pacific
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Israël France & Spain 

Lessepsian migration: arrival via the Suez Canal
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In the 100 worst invasives
species list

LE PETIT PLUS

The bluespotted cornetfish is a highly aggressive and
voracious predator that competes directly with native
Mediterranean predatory fish (groupers, sea bass,
amberjacks) for food resources. It exerts strong predation
pressure on juveniles of commercially important species,
such as sardines or bogues. Economically, it is occasionally
caught as bycatch in trawl nets or fishing nets, but it has low
commercial value in European markets, although its flesh is
edible.
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NON-INDIGENOUS SPECIES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN

Bluespotted
cornetfish  -  Fistularia commersonii

Piscivorous

No report

In Occitanie

MINKA © xavi salvador costa  CC BY-NC Long, whip-like 
tail filament

Two blue stripes or
rows of blue spots on

the back

Ventral side longer

Crossed the
Mediterranean

in 7 years

Prey suction
predation
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Report your observation
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https://www.minka-sdg.org/
https://www.minka-sdg.org/
https://bioobs.fr/blog/
https://bioobs.fr/blog/
https://minka-sdg.org/observations/31002
https://minka-sdg.org/observations/665072

