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& ECOLOGICAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACTS

The rapa whelk greatly affects coastal benthic No umbilicus 5
ecosystems, particularly due to its carnivorous diet. Lacking
effective natural predators in European waters (such as the
giant starfish from its native range), it competes with local
gaostropods and disrupts the trophic chain. Economically,
the proliferation of this mollusk causes significant damage to

shellfish farming. However, in some areas like the Black Sea _r_ é ‘ .
or Asia, a commercial fishery has developed due to its efo-r W wriv

highly prized meat on Asian markets. J
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